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President’s Column 
By:  Sheila Craig 

 

2019 Looks to be a very busy year for the 

Preston Historical Society.  The 7
th

 annual 

tractor ride is in the planning stages and 

hopes for a permanent location for the 

Society is still in the works.  If this comes to 

fruition we will be very busy setting up an 

office and displays.  The historical 

committee is already gearing up to better 

document the artifacts, pictures, etc. that we 

have been given.  As always we are looking 

for new members to join us! 
 

Tractor Ride 2019 
By: Elaine Maust 

 

The 7
th
 annual Preston Historical Society tractor 

ride will be the 14
th
 and 15

th
 of September. 

Starting Saturday morning at 9:00 at the Preston 

Fairgrounds we will first get your picture taken 

enroute to traveling in the country thru Spring 

Valley, Chatfield and Fountain.  We will arrive 

back at the fairgrounds for dinner. 

 

On Sunday morning we will have breakfast at 

the fairgrounds and then travel thru Harmony, 

Canton and Lanesboro. 

 

The committee has decided to limit the number 

of participants to the first 100.  We, of course, 

hope for beautiful weather for the tractor drivers 

to enjoy! 

 

Preston High School Donations 

 
Several items of Preston High School 

artifacts have been given to the Preston 

Historical Society.  Gary Feine has donated  

 

 

 

 

many items including two scoreboards from 

the ‘old’ Preston Elementary building  

and the drum from the marching band.  

Earlier PHS had acquired the school pictures 

which were first displayed at the O’Hara 

School.  They were moved and now are on 

display at the Preston Public Library.  The 

most recent donation is the trophies that 

were won by teams representing Preston and 

Preston-Fountain.  We hope to someday be 

able to have a display to proudly show these 

Preston artifacts. 

 

 

World War I Memorial Entrance 
 By Sheila Craig 

 

The Fillmore County Fair Board has 

launched an effort to raise funds for the 

restoration of the World War I Memorial 

Entrance located at the west gate of the 

Fillmore County fairgrounds.  They have 

received donations from the Preston, 

Lanesboro, and Harmony Area Community 

Foundations, and the Spring Valley 

American Legion.  The Preston Historical 

Society has also donated $500 to the project.  

If you would like to assist PHS in meeting 

this goal, please send your donation to 

Preston Historical Society at Box 138, 

Preston, MN 55965.     

 

PHS is also trying to help with the project 

by researching the history of the landmark.  

No one has been able to find any 

information about when it was built or any 

details about the building of the Memorial. 

      (con’t on page 2) 



 

If any of you have anything in a history 

book or old newspaper clippings or pictures 

with information on this, we would love to 

get a copy. 

 

Members Volunteer for 

Committees 
 

The 2019 committees will have the 

following members.  If anyone else would 

like to join on of the committees please let 

us know.  Anyone is welcome! 

 

Finance:  Darwin Smith, Chair; Charlie 

Sparks, Sheila Craig, Elaine Maust, and 

Dick Petch. 

Historical:  Norma Vogt & Dick Petch, co-

chairs, Aaron Fox, Linda Wolfe, and Ila 

Olstad 

Membership:  Sheila Craig, Mike Schultz, 

and John Carlin 

Ad Hoc Committee: Sign for Trailhead: 

Jon DeVries and Flossie Schultz 
 

Court House Square 
     By:  Ila Olstad 

 

I was born in 1931.  I grew up in Preston 

when the Court House Square was where the 

old Court House beautifully sat in the 

middle of a park.  There was green grass, 

big trees, and sidewalk around the building. 

Lots of park benches scattered around for 

friends to meet and visit.  I remember one 

Sunday when Mom was visiting with friend 

and we kids were playing and sliding down 

a cellar door on the east side of the porch.  I 

got slivers in my butt and was taken over to 

Hertner’s (good friends) for removal of the 

sliver. 

 

We played on the big old cannon on the East 

corner and in the Band Shelter on the West 

Corner. A drinking fountain was on the 

West Side and we often got sprayed by 

‘naughty boys. We roller skated around and 

around the Court House. 

 

On ‘Decoration Day’ now Memorial Day, 

we had a program on the North Side, had a 

parade from school and school kids marched 

too with flags.  Decoration Day was changed 

to Memorial Day after WWII, officially 

changed the name in 1967. 

 

I remember when Cedric Adams broadcast 

his radio show and noon. I think this was 

from the South Side porch. 

 

Halloween often had pranksters who placed 

all kinds of things on the Court House. 

 

Christmas Santa Clause came by fire truck 

on the North Side and kids came running 

from the shelter of stores to get a sack of 

candy – treats from Santa. 

 

Lots of Happy Memories in the Court House 

Square. 
 

Do You Remember the 

Sesquicentennial?? 
By:  Sheila Craig 

 

The Preston Sesquicentennial was in 

2005…it’s already been 14 years ago.  My 

how time does fly! There are several 

questions within this article, see how your 

memory is of the event.  Answers at the end 

of this newsletter. 

 

The main events were held the weekend of 

July 29, 30, & 31, 2005.  There is a time 

capsule buried where?(1)that was planned 

by Gary Feine and there were fireworks on 

Friday night.  

 

There were the traditional events like the 

Lion’s Pancake Breakfast and the Preston 

Servicemen’s Club Chicken BBQ.  There 

was even a stamp cancellation to signify the 



 

event.  A book on the history of Preston 

entitled “Images of Preston” was written by 

who? (2) 

 

Special events included a Quilt Show, an Art 

Show, Heritage Craft Demonstrations, and 

an Old Tyme Photographer complete with 

clothes to dress for the occasion.  I 

remember a favorite picture was with 

Richard Nelson, his son, and grandson! 

 

There were several musical events on a 

stage at the fairgrounds which was the 

central location for most of the events.  A 

beard growing contest featured several 

categories.  The “Scraggliest Beard division 

was won by local businessman who?(3)  An 

Old Tyme Ball Game was played at the 

Preston Ball Park between the Preston 

Tigers and the Rochester Roosters. Free 

watermelon was served during the game. 

 

Many commemorative items were sold 

during the year including the 

sesquicentennial version of the Preston-Red 

Wing Crock collection with the logo 

designed by who(4) ..hint the daughter of 

which PHS member… Other items for sale 

included a print designed by an artist with 

local ties, t-shirts, historic calendars, mugs, 

Christmas tree ornaments, and a cookbook 

featuring local recipes. Preston’s flower 

baskets first appeared during our 

sesquicentennial year.  

 

A Preston Sesquicentennial queen was 

named who?(5) A Cemetery Walk was held 

at Crown Hill Cemetery.  Many ‘spirits’ 

appeared in costume such as John Kaercher, 

the founder of Preston and his wife Barbara.  

Family members of the Kaercher’s joined us 

for the opening ceremonies.   The cemetery 

walk was designed and scripted by Rita 

Joerg. 

 

A large parade was held which featured the 

re-incarnated two-headed car and many 

great entries.  An old time rendezvous was 

held at the Fairground. 

 

Other events during the year included a tour 

of Preston homes.  Which PHS officer 

opened there home for this tour?(6) Another 

PHS officer was the speaker for the Preston 

Ecumenical Progressive Dinner. 

Who?(7)Also during the year an Antique 

appraisal show was held 

 

The steering committee coordinating all the 

events during the year included Norma 

Vogt, Hallie Snyder, Donna Dreier, Jeanette 

Schmidt, Sheila Craig, and Joe Hoffman. 
 

Information for this article was found in the 

Sesquicentennial scrapbook made by Donna Dreier 

from newspaper clipping of the events. 

 

Sunnyside of Forestville 
By: Greg Dornink 

 

As you think back on some of the history of 

Sunnyside, you go back to when the 

Meighan family were in their glory years.  

William Meighan was here in mid-1850’s.  

He was interested in developing Sunnyside 

and being a Senator and other political 

offices for many years.  Under his 

management it was considered stately and 

beautiful. 

 

There was a large house, and a plan they had 

developed running water using spring water, 

a large cistern and running well pipe to the 

house and barn.  The barn that is present was 

built in 1189 & 1890 and was built from 

limestone and timber from the hill side and 

woodlands. 

 

The Meighen’s, through different family 

members, operated Sunnyside farm into the 

1930s.  Then the Amy family operated 

Sunnyside. (con’t on back) 



 

 

Merlin Ray, picking up the local paper in 

hopes to find a dog for the kinds, saw an ad 

for the sale of “Sunnyside”.  So they moved 

from Ida Grove, Iowa in January of 1951. 

 

Merlin started the operation.  Darrel became 

involved after military Service.  He married 

Lois and later purchased the farm from 

Merlin.  They milked cows, had beef cows, 

raised pigs and later developed a ‘wild 

game’ business.  Darrel and Lois had five 

daughters; one of the girls named Cheryl 

married Gregory Dornink and they became 

involved has the operator in the late 1980s.  

They milked cows, had beef cows, and a 

large flock of wild game. 

 

They sold the milk cows and are currently 

raising beef cows, wild game, and raising 

corn. 
 

History Moment 
                                                           By: Aaron Fox 

 

In honor of ☘️St. Patrick's Day, the Preston 

Historical Society - MN would like to 

highlight a native son!☘️ 

Edwin Vincent O’Hara was born in Fillmore 

County in 1881. He was the youngest of 

nine children. Edwin Vincent O’Hara 

became a catholic priest and eventually a 

Bishop. Although he left Minnesota, he 

never left his rural roots behind. Bishop 

O’Hara organized the first Rural Catholic 

life conference in the United States and is 

recognized as the man responsible for the 

first successful minimum wage law in the 

United States. Bishop O’Hara served in 

Kansas, Oregon and Montana.  

Bishop O’Hara was the son of Owen 

O’Hara, the man who originally donated the 

land and property for schoolhouse which 

now stands at the Fillmore County 

Fairgrounds in Preston. 

Happy St. Patrick's Day to all! ☘️☘️☘️ 

 

 

 ******************* 

Preston Historical Society Officers 
Sheila Craig and Elaine Maust were re-

elected as President and Secretary for two-

year terms.  Vice President and Treasurer 

will continue for the second year of their 

current terms. 
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Answers to sesquicentennial quiz:  

1) In front of City Hall   2) Al Mathison 

3)   Jon Haugan   4) Debra Jordan, 

daughter of Norma & DewayneVogt  5)   

Katie Sween (Broadwater)   6) Charlie 

Sparks  7)   Sheila Craig 
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